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DESCRIBE TliE PRES-ENT A-ND ORIGINAL. (If known) PHYSICAL. APPEA ANCE .

The City of Lexi,ngton is located in the Vall y of Virginia at the center
of Rockcridge County. The Lexington Preserv tion District includes most
of the northern end and a good deal of the c ntra~, portion of town. The: 
typography of the land tvithin the district c nsists of a broad plat~au at! 
the south end that narrO~iS and curves. to the northeast as a ridge being
flattened on top. The slopes on three of th four sides are caused either
by the Maury River to the north or by its tr butaries to the east or west
of the district. The town serves as the cro $roads for Route 60 (Nelson
Street) running east,..west and Route 11 (Main Street) which runs down the

Valley.
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The nq~thern ~hal~..of t~e d~.~trict ~is almost ntirely devoted to the college-
owned ,b,uild~~gs or, colt:~ge c.~mpu~ :buildings f Washington and Lee University
and t~e, Virg~nia ~ilita.ry I~~.tit~,~e. The de igns of the two schools, are
as different as are their methods of instruc ion. The military life of
VMI is well expressed in the castellated des gns by architect, A. J. Davis,
for the barracks and residences that surroun the expansive parade ground.
The school continues the styles set by the fur-story stuccoed barracks with
their towers and crenellations. The traditi nal qualities of W & L student
life can be seen in Washington Hall, the cen rat red brick block and ~lhite
stuccoed portico begun by John Jordon in 182 ) with its flanking "lings and
dependency additions. Just belo~~ the south nd of the line of buildings
stands th.e Lee Chapel) ",here General Lee was buried in 1870; this Row4nasque
structure was completed in 1868 and was rece tly restored. This impressive
range of brick structures faces onto a broad green sward with Letcher Avenuebelow. 

This avenue, which begins at the ent ance to the W & L campus and
ends at the VMI parade grounds, is lined wit brick and frame residential
buildings utilizing a variety of porch desig s.

1._- 1 :" -~-. ~~._"-4'

The commercial area of the Preservation Dist ict occupies the middle blocks
of; _~if\ -.Street, as _well, .as ,portions. of J:;wo pa allel streets (Randolph and
Jefferson Streets). Included in this area a e several brick rows which
range in age from the early nineteenth centu. y.to the early t",entiethcentury. 

The heaviest concentration of bric three-story buildings with
gable roofs occurs bebween Washington and He ry Streets on Main Street:
especially fine is the circa 1790 Alexander.' Withrow House at the north~lest
corner of ~~ashington and Main Streets with i s glazed brick diaper work,
three-story facade and bracketed cornice. A 1 of the older buildings on
Main Street have their basements largely exp sed due to street gradir.g and
adjustments for storefronts have been ~~de a cordingly. Several churches
remain on.}~in Street with the most signific nt being the Lexington
Presbyterian Church, a massive Greek Revival structure built in 1843 at the
intersection with Nelson Street. Also in th s area is the brick, two-
story Court House set back from the street w th flanking offices for la~i1Yers
and professional people; these offices creat a secluded courtyard in the
heart of the contnlercial area. --.

The remaining poTtions of the district are d ~ voted to residential.

buildings of which there arc several general types. Stono, built by

Jordon in 1818, stands at the ~.orthernmost pint of the district and was
des"igned in the temple front'form similar to Eppin8ton" Chesterfield County
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and the Semple House~ Williamsburg. Thc examples of the "Picturesque
Cottage" are built il1 either brick or board and batten with steep cross
gable roofs and carpenters' scrollwork. 1",'10 fine bric!~ cottages a~e the
Presbyterian Manse at 6 White Street 'vith another near the corner of
Jef!erson and McDo.vell Streets; a superb board and batten cottage stands
belov1 the parade grounds on Letcher Avenue and another is on the sov.th
side. of Jordan Street. There are a number of mid-and late-nineteenth-
century brick houses with irregular plans and 1.01;-1 pitched roofs; several
are located around the south end of Main Street. Larger versions of these
structures stand on the west side of the 100 block of Lee Avenue in an
£reCL notable for its broad~ shaded la.vns and 'vhite colurnned, one 2.ucl t,?O
story porches set against red brick walls.

(

The corner of ~'!ashington and Randolph Street has t~i10 interesting bric1c
structures diagonally across the street from each other. Stone~-1all
Jackson's House and Halestones are both early-nineteenth-century t~vo stOl)'
buildings which have had pilasters and pediments added. Just next to
Halest-ones is the Castle, supposedly the oldest structure in th~ city
but vhose_stone~vork has been covered by pebble-point stucco. Lexington n.:;.s :
a considerable number of late-nineteenth-century and early-t~~entieth-cent~ry
frame houses allude to the Queen Anne or Colonial Revival tastes.

2.

Bounded on the north by the south-..;estern tributary of Maur}' River arId
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, bounded on the south by Edn!oncson
Avenue, extending to the east 800 feet east of Randolph St., bounded on
the west by the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad.

6. Historic .~lerican Buildings Survay Invento~
1965 Federal
Library of Congress.
Washington, D. C. 111
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICA~CE

J '

The area of the Valley of Virginia lying w~thin present day Rockbridge
County (created 1778) was a Scotch-Irish, Piesbyteria.n-set~lement.
Lexington, the county seat of Rockbridge) nas been the Va11ey's ~enter of
educational interest and:acti~~ty since thci-later-eigfiteenth century.
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"Few finer subjects can be found for an artist's pencil than the well
built village," opined a late-ante-bellum visitor: Lexington with her
"long, graceful crescent of bills, topped with handsome private residences
a fine Fem1.le Academy, the colonnade of ~vashington College, and the castle-
like Military Institute, with the Jump, North, and Rouse Mountains as a
baclcground, and in the intertwining forests the ivy-covered ruin of 'Liber
Hall Academy.'" Physical charm, the continuing presence of the South's
greatest hero, and the long-time, organic ties of town and go~vn combine
to make of Washington and Lee the historic and aesthetic center of

Lexington.::;..' 10;'- ...,..;o..-} .'° ;...~'. -~J; b:;lr;J :i .;':'0:::1::' ,-".oJ-.,-:- _t~-, :-': 1-:.;°",

The Presbyterian Manse and Greek Revival Church, The Virginia Military
Institute, and the Stone~vall Jackson Hospital and cemetery combine to
remind visitor and native alike of the individual who came closest to
personifying the social and cultural trad££{oos' of ~e:kington. ~Iri.1851
Thomas Jonathan Jackson came to join the faculty of Virginia Military;
in 1863 his body was brcugbOt b'ack from Chancellorsville. In the': -.i.' .-'.

intervening years, he had become an integral member of the community; his
tomb, like that of his Captain's, is in Lexington.

The inherent conservatism~ which led Union-loving Lexington to embrace
secession in l86l~ is reflected in the conservative style of the modern-
community. The economy is built around t,~o schools which have developed
without growing precipitately. The beautiful setting of the Valley~
indeed the overall aesthetic impression of Lexington) is not essentially
changed since the later-nineteenth century. Recent commercial develop!"Llent
has occured to the east) between the to,.ffi limits and Interstate 81)
rather than downto"ln. Lexington has in abundance --if irl fragile
equilibrium --what other communities aspire to; she is what other Valle}"
towns were thirty years ago.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN""'E~
DEFINING THE CC:NTER POINT OF A PROF-ERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
---

.'."LONGIi'UOE'.'

LATITUDE ".ND L?NGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0'R

CORNER LATITUDE LONC!TUDE L.TITUOE
Degrees Minutes Seconds

0 .. Degrcc~ "\inut"~ Seconds0 ..

.' I" ..".' ;.:

IDeClrecs Minules Seconds D~9rees f.linules Seconds
NW 137 0 47' 35- 79 ° 27' 05-

II NE 37 ° 47' 31,5- 79 ° 25 ' 45.
I 'SE 37 0 46' l.2-: '79:°"'25 ':~ 45 -
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